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AS 2020
DRAWS
TO A CLOSE
WE WOULD
LIKE TO WISH
ALL OUR
MEMBER
COUNTRIES
HAPPY HOLIDAYS
AND A HAPPY
NEW YEAR
WE ALSO WISH YOU
ALL A SUCCESSFUL
2021 GROWING PICKLEBALL
IN YOUR RESPECTIVE COUNTRIES

Rif

22 Member Countries
WPF was established in 2019 and we are happy that 22 Countries share our values and
have joined so far. A further two countries are currently considering membership.

2 Regional Federations formed in 2020

• European Federation formed in the
summer after European Selection
Committee (and Rif) appointed:
•
•
•
•
•

David Mazzucco (Scotland)
Mathias Lassfolk (Finland/Switzerland)
Cyril Dirand – (France)
Leo Gonzalez (Spain/England)
Lenka Miscova (Czech Republic)

• North American Federation formed
•
•
•
•
•

Prem Carnot (USA)
Matthew Kawamoto (Canada)
Erne Perry (USA)
Tim Hatzenbeler (USA)
Jonathan Hernandez (Mexico)

Pickleball Summit for Federations
• We held our first Pickleball Summit for Federations
5th/6th September
•
•
•

•

•

Speakers from 7 countries sharing insights into what is
necessary to either start a pickleball federation or to grow a
federation
Participating Countries: England, Spain, Scotland, US,
Australia, Canada, France
Attending Countries/Requested
Recording: India, Pakistan,
Uganda, Taiwan, Australia, New
Zealand, Holland, Ireland,
Spain, France, England
219 views of the recording
presentations

Future Summits proposed
•

•

World Pickleball Games
[Guidelines for selecting your
team; How to secure sponsorship
to fund your team]
Tournament Directors Summit

World Pickleball Day (WPD)
• WPF introduced World Pickleball Day 10.10.20
• Annual Event
• Created Tool Kit
•
•
•
•

Logo, Posters, Banners, T-shirt design, History timeline, Rules poster
Ideas on how to maximize the day (including a covid alternative list)
e-Book for beginners (with links to video coaching)
All posted on our website and available to anyone free of charge.

• Our (pre-covid) intent was to introduce and attract 10,000 new
players while creating 1M social media engagements.
• A celebration of WPD by the global pickleball community would
attract additional media sources to our game.
WPF Live streamed a full day of exhibitions consisting of 8 of
the best players in the world (4 men and 4 women) along with
some of our top senior and junior players. Children were also
showcased to demonstrate that pickleball is appropriate for all
ages and demographics.

World Pickleball Day (WPD)
•

399 sign ups from 26 Countries to
download from the Tool-Box

•

2,356 Downloads

•

The most active countries were
USA, Canada, Australia, England and
Brazil but there was activity across
all 26 countries and beyond.

•

11,244 WPF Post Social Media
Engagements; 152,406 Reach

•

2.2M Non-Social Media Reach

•

Created a World Pickleball Day Wall
to feed Facebook posts to our
website:
https://www.worldpickleballfederation.org/worldpickleball-day-wall/

Results as at end October 2020

Live streaming on WPD
•

Steve Kuhn who is on our Board of
Directors, opened his soon to open
‘Dreamland’ in Texas, especially for World
Pickleball Day. This enabled professional
players to play in exhibition matches on
World Pickleball Day

•

In addition to the pro exhibition matches,
we also streamed senior matches and
Junior exhibition matches in the WPF live
streaming

•

We now have many hours of footage that
we can leverage for other purposes.

•

If you need footage of play across the
different age groups, let us know what
you require, and we can share some of
that footage with you.

Country Support: Equipment
•

WPF secured sponsorship for World Pickleball Day
from paddle and ball manufacturers who are in the
process of donating $100,000 worth of equipment to
WPF for distribution to schools, new clubs and
facilities around the world to grow the game.

•

To-date our Equipment Donation Application form
has been completed 38 times:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

India x 10
England x 6
Wales x 1
Scotland x 1
USA x 6
Canada x 5
France x 2

•
•
•
•
•

Czech Republic x 2
Indonesia x2
Tonga x 1
Egypt x 1
Singapore x 1

Distribution of equipment is either in progress or completed

Country Support: Spain
• WPF has partnered with the Spanish Pickleball Federation in the Erasmus +
Sport Programme.
• The Spanish Pickleball Federation was successful in getting a government
grant to introduce pickleball in several countries.
• They reached out to WPF to assist them with additional funding which the
grant would not cover.
• WPF agreed to fund the production of a video entitled Pickleball is a 100%
inclusive sport. We’re making a donation to Fundacion Alas, a not for profit
corporation for the disabled that has been very successful introducing
pickleball to the disabled in Spain. This will also help the Pick4all Inclusion
event planned during the Open of Madrid.
• As part of the Erasmus project, WPF is funding 5 events in Europe. All 5
events is using pickleball as a way to assist people less fortunate or at risk.
• Belgium is targeting youngsters at risk because of social exclusion.
• Italy is bringing 3 generations of families together through pickleball.
• Spain has pickleball assisting people with intellectual and/or physical
disability.
• Bulgaria is hosting an event which targets elderly women and
students in school.

World Pickleball Games
We announced the first World Pickleball Games will take place in 2022, followed by a Senior World
Pickleball Games in 2023 and Junior World Pickleball Games in 2024.
A WPG Committee was formed in August 2020:

Kristy Wolford – Tournament Manager for Tournament of Champions
Winnie Montgomery – Former Board Member & Tournament Chair of USA Pickleball
John Gullo – Founder of Tournament of Champions & Former Board Member & Marketing Chair of USA Pickleball.
Karen Mitchell – Board Director Pickleball England & WPF; Tournament Director for English OPEN
Guy Hertzmark - Pickleball England’s Company Secretary is Minutes Secretary for WPG Committee
Seymour Rifkind – Founder/President WPF
Plus as a special advisor, Anne Smillie - Former Chief Executive of Scottish Badminton with experience staging 3
World Championships and 5 European Championships.

The committee have determined:
• WPF to host the 1st WPG to create the template for future Games which
will be awarded to future hosts via an RFP process
• Dates: May 3rd thru May 8, 2022
• Initial letter sent member and non-member countries inviting them to
sign up for a WPG Summit to learn more about guidelines for selecting
your country team and guidance on how to leverage the WPF template
to secure sponsorship to pay for your team’s attendance at the WPG’s.
• If you haven’t already signed up for the Summit, please complete the
form at: https://www.worldpickleballfederation.org/world-pickleballgames-team-sign-up/

Countries sign up for
Summit:

WPF Pickleball Rules
•
•
•

•
•

WPF embraces the concepts for which this great game was invented.
Spending time with Barney McCallum and Sid Williams two of the inaugural
Pickleball Hall of Fame inductees, Rif learned the vision of the early pioneers of
the game.
We have a great deal of respect for their vision and the rules they developed
for our game. They wanted a game suitable for men and women of all ages. A
game that was all inclusive. They intentionally developed rules so that power
would not dominate but could be offset with finesse, strategy and patience.
We believe they invented the greatest game ever invented and will do
everything in our power to maintain those virtues.
By the same token, those early pioneers were looking to the future and had no
problem making adjustments/modifications to improve the game.

Rules Committee
• WPF is in the process of completing our own rule
book.
• Initial work was completed by the Rules Committee
made up of Steve Paranto, Melody & Greg
Woodsum, Winnie Montgomery, rif
• The Rules Committee output was then reviewed by
the Adaptive committee made up of Jennifer
Murphy, Joe Sully, Joe Dowling
• The Rules are now in their final review
• Our intention is, once finalised to have the WPF
rules sent to the WPF board, North American
Board, European Board, and each member
federation for review and input before publishing
by the end of March, 2021.

Board of Directors Update
WPF’s Board of Directors represent nearly all continents. At a recent Board meeting, the
Executive Committee was elected per our ByLaws.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
• Asia:
• Qingmin Wang (China)
• Manish Rao (India)
• Oceania – Josephine Neale (Australia)
• South America – Antonio Coelho (Brazil)

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
President - Seymour Rifkind

• Europe – Karen Mitchell (England)
• North America:
• Jim Cohen
• John Costas
• Steve Kuhn
• Seymour Rifkind

Vice President - Karen Mitchell
Treasurer - Josephine Neale
Company Secretary - Manish Rao

Web site & Social Media
We have an effective website, Facebook page and recently added Twitter as a channel.
We now have 1,450 Facebook Followers. We have +287 Likes over the last 4 weeks.

WPF Communications
• There have been several email updates to member countries during 2021
• We recognise that there is a need to ensure two-way communication between
the member countries and WPF
• The next page makes some recommendations on how to do this. We will
focus on implementing
these recommendations in PICKLEBAL
2022. ECO SYSTEM
COUNTRIES

OTHER
COMPANIES

TOURNAMEN
T DIRECTORS

SOFTWARE
PROVIDERS

DELEGATES

MEMBER

PLAYERS
• If you have some suggestions on how
we can improve communication, we
would love to hear from you. Email rif@worldpickleballfederation.org

WPF Communications
WPF HAS MANY DIFFERENT AUDIENCES
THERE IS A NEED FOR TWO WAY COMMUNICATION FLOW

COUNTRIES

PICKLEBALL ECO SYSTEM

Proposed
Action:

OTHER
COMPANIES

TOURNAMEN
T DIRECTORS

SOFTWARE
PROVIDERS

EQUIPMENT BRANDS

DELEGATES

ENGAGED PLAYERS

PROFESSIONAL

NON-MEMBER

MEMBER

CONFEDERATIONS

PLAYERS

NEED FOR FEEDBACK LOOP:

NEED FOR FEEDBACK LOOP:

•

SET UP EMAIL ADDRESS:
countryfeedbackloop@wpf.org

SET UP EMAIL ADDRESS:
askthepresident@wpf.org

IDENTIFY EQUIPMENT DONATION COMPANIES AS
AFFILIATE PARTNERS

•

ADD A SOFTWARE COMPARISON PAGE TO WEBSITE

SET UP A WHATSAPP GROUP FOR WORLD
PICKLEBALL LEADERS.

SET UP A WORLD PICKLEBALL FORUM

•

FREE TOURNAMENT ADVERTISING ON WPF

WPF Philosophy

This word art features words
that combine to reflect
WPF’s guiding principles. We
wish to serve the pickleball
community, particularly the
country
associations/federations. If
you have a specific need that
you think WPF could help
you with, please let us know.

Email: rif@worldpickleballfederation.org

2020 BY
NUMBERS
22 country 7 Key-Note Speaker
members

11 countries
added in 2020

2 regional

federations

1450
Facebook
followers

presentations by country
Members at World
Pickleball Summit for
Federations

11 countries attended
the Summit

219 views of the

recordings of the
Summit presentations

26 Countries

participated in World
Pickleball Day

399 sign ups to

152,406 Social
Media Reach

2.2M Non-Social

Media Reach for World
download the WPD Tool- Pickleball Day
Box
equipment
downloads
donated by 7 sponsors
from the WPD Tool-Box
equipment
WPD Post donation requests
processed so far from
Social Media
engagements
countries

2,356

11,244

$100k
38
12

